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another? JOHNSON. 'No, Sir. They will do good to one another. Some will buy the one, some the other, and compare them; and so a talk is made about a thing, and the books are sold.'
He was angry at me for proposing to cany lemons with us to Sky, that he might be sure to have his lemonade. ' Sir, (said he,) I do not wish to be thought that feeble man who cannot do without any tiling. Sir, it is very bad manners to carry provisions to any man's house, as if he could not entertain you. To an inferior, it is oppressive; to a superior, it is insolent.'
Having taken the liberty, this evening, to remark- to Dr. Johnson, that he very often sat quite silent for a long time, even when in company with only a single friend, which I myself had sometimes sadly experienced, he smiled and said, ' It is true, Sir1. Tom Tyers, (for so he familiarly called our ingenious friend, who, since his death, has paid a biographical tribute to his memory5,) Tom Tyers described me. the best. He once said to me, " Sir, you arc like a ghost: you never speak till you are spoken toV '.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 21.
Neither the Rev. Mr. Nisbet, the established minister, nor the Rev. Mr. Spooncr, the episcopal minister, were in town. Before breakfast, we went and saw the town-hall, where is a
1 Johnson wrote to Mrs. Thrale on July 29, 1775 (Piossi Letters, i. 292) :—' I hope I shall quickly come to Streatham . . . and catch a little gaiety among you.' On this Baretti noted in his copy:—' That he never caught. He thought and mused at Streatham as he did habitually everywhere, and seldom or never minded what was doing about him.' On the margin of i. 315 Baretti has written :—'Johnson mused as much on the road to Paris as he did in his garret in London, as much at a French opera as in his room at Streatham.'
3 A Biographical Sketch of Dr. Samuel 'Johnson, by Thomas Tyers, Esq. See ante, iii. 350,
3 This description of Dr. Johnson appears to have been borrowed from Tom Jones, bk. xi. ch. ii. 'The other who, like a ghost, only wanted to be spoke to, readily answered,' &c. BOSWELL.
good                            another ?to all those things which arc said of him, as that he is a rock, a vine, a door, and a hundred other things.' /£. p. 313.
